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Yellow Jacket Baseball Squad Escapes Bus Fire 
On Tuesday, February 28, the Cedarville University base-ball team experienced a scary moment when they were traveling back to campus from the University of 
Cumberlands (KY) on a charter bus. 
About 15 miles out of Williamsburg , Kentucky, the bus caught 
fire as it was heading north on Interstate 75. 
"We were on the freeway no longer than 1 O minutes when a 
truck driver pulled next to the side of our charter bus to get our 
driver 's attention," said Greg Hughes, head coach of Cedarville 
for the last seven seasons. 
"Then he flicks a lighter in his hand as a fire comes out, and he 
points down underneath our bus. That truck driver would prove to 
be an angel sent from God as we would not have known of any 
problem without him getting our attention. 
"Our driver immediately pulls over and my immediate thought 
is that we have a small problem with the brakes because they got 
too hot. 
"Once the driver stopped, he got off and was followed by me 
and my assistant coaches. We saw that the problem was much 
more serious than we had imagined. We quickly yelled for all of 
our players to get off the bus. 
"Within two minutes, the fire had engulfed the entire back side 
of the bus. 
"Flames were shooting 
out all around the bus as 
we all moved back about 
100 feet from the bus. We 
were trying to assess if 
"That truck driver 
would prove to be an 
angel sent from God .. " 
there was anything we CU Head Coach Greg Hughes 
could do at the time and __________ _ _ _ 
called 911 for help. 
"Halfway through the 911 call , one of the big bus tires blew up 
from the heat of the flames which made a loud explosion . 
"At that point, we got about a football field away from the fire 
because it was out of control , and we couldn 't do anything about 
it." 
Hughes said he made another 911 call to make sure the dis-
patcher got the correct information and was informed that a fire 
truck was sent. 
"After the call , I went back with my players and watched the bus 
go up in flames. It was a special blessing and encouragement to 
me as a coach , to see a nucleus of our players on their knees 
praying for God's protection." 
The charter bus that was carrying the Cedarville University baseball team 
is evacuated on the roadside of Interstate 75 just north of Williamsburg, 
Kentucky Photo was taken by a member of the team using the camera on 
his cell phone. In just minutes, the bus was consumed in flames. 
The cause of the fire has not been finalized and the value of the 
bus has not yet been determined. 
Hughes said approximately $10,000 worth of personal items 
were lost in the fire with another $5,000 to $6,000 worth of base-
ball equipment that will have to be replaced due to the fire and 
smoke damage. 
"A lot of personal stuff - CD players, a number of I-Pods, lap-
tops and things of that nature - was left inside the bus because of 
the emergency. There were a lot of textbooks and school work 
that also went up in flames. 
"One of our players had an extensive research project which 
was destroyed." 
continued on page 3 
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Two-Time All-America basketball player 
Brittany Smart featured in local magazine 
Join us for the 5th Annual Yellow 
Jacket Club Golf Scramble 
Monday, June 5, 2006 
Greene Country Club 
Fairborn, Ohio 
Funds raised from this event go directly into the 
lives of our athletes through financial aid. 
If you have 




Cedarville University 2005-06 
Athletic Partners 
(as of 411106) 
• AG Edwards & Sons, Inc. 
• American Family Insurance 
• Applied Mechanical Systems, 
Inc. 
• Aqua Falls Bottled Water 
• Beavercreek Rental 
• Bello 's Italian Restaurant 
• Big Orange Shoe Shop (BOSS) 
• Cedarville Hardware 
• Cedarville Pharmacy 
• Cedarville Self-Storage 
• Chase Manhattan Bank 
• Coldwell Banker, Realtors, 
Heather Beem 
• Collett Propane Co. 
• Colonial Pizza 
• Combs Interior Specialties 
• Conserve Concrete 
Construction Services 
• Courtyard by Marriott 
• Cowen's Team Sports 
• Dayton Dragons 
• Deer Creek Apartments 
• Der Dutchman 
• Docton Animal Clinic 
• Engle 's Florist & Gifts 
• File Sharpening 
• Financial Counseling , Inc. 
• FKCI - Promotions and Awards 
• Foreman - Blair 
Pontiac, Buick, GMC 
• Frame Haven Art Gallery, Inc. 
• Genesis Dollar Mart 
• Greene County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
• Greene Memorial Hospital 
• Hampton Inn 
• Hearthstone Inn 
• Hidy Honda 
• Holiday Inn - Springfield South 
• Holiday Inn - Xenia 
• J.O. Harner Supply Co. 
• Key Bank 
• Lofino's 
• Matt Franz Photography 
• Miller Printing 
• Mom & Dad 's Dairy Bar 
• Neeld Funeral Home 
• Northwest Baptist Seminary 
• Ohio Army National Guard 
• Orthopaedic Institute of Dayton 
• Pepsi 
• Phillips Construction Materials 
& Services 
• Prestige Mortgage Group, Inc. 
• Red Roof Inn - Springfield 
• Reichley Insurance 
• Remax/Spirit - Dave Johnson 
• Riva Construction 
• Rollins Moving and Storage 
• ScreenPlay Printing 
• Sheridan & Associates 
• Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
• Southwest Landmark 
• Springfield Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
• Subway Restaurant, Cedarville 
• The Wade Company 
• Thomas Graphics 
• Trophy Sports Center 
• Village Super Valu 
• Wallace & Turner, Inc. 
• Xenia Shoe & Leather 
• Young 's Jersey Dairy -
Restaurant/Family Fun Center 
Lady Jacket junior Brittany Smart 
was the cover story in the March 
issue of MVP Magazine. The 
publication features college and 
high school programs in the 
Miami Valley. 
It is distributed free to over 100 
school districts in 15 Ohio coun-
ties as well as at high school 
events, games and camps. 
The story, written by magazine 
co-founder and publisher Eric 
Frantz, was produced prior to 
Cedarville 's trip to Sioux City, 
Valley Girls 
........ -.Bnl,,...11o0-








' " .. ll!im!! 
Iowa for the NAIA Division 11 ~--- -------~ 
National Tournament. 
To read the article in its enti rety visit the MVP Magazine web 
site at: www.miamivalleysports.com. 
Kathy Freese Honored 
Former CU women 's basketball coach , 
Kathy Freese, was recently inducted into 
the Ohio District 7 Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. Freese, currently 
an associate professor in the School of 
Health and Human Performance at 
Cedarville University, coached for 20 years 
(1971-1991) at Perrysburg High School at 
the high school and junior high school level 
in a variety of sports. She was the head girls 
basketball coach from 1973 to 1990 and the head girls volleyball 
coach from 197 4 to 1984. Her basketball teams won nine league 
championships and two district titles and had one regional run-
ner-up finish . Kathy served as head women 's basketball coach at 
Cedarville from 1991 to 2001 . The National Christian College 
Athletic Association (NCCAA) has honored Kathy by naming their 
annual Division I Player of the Year Award after her. 
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Baseball Team Counting Blessings After Bus Fire ~ 
Team Suffers $15-16,000 in Losses 
but Sees God's Hand of Protection 
continued from front page 
Hughes said the underneath bay housed a lot of the team gear 
such as uniforms, helmets, shoes, gloves and bats. 
"Some of it was burned, but the smoke damage was really bad . 
we had smoky helmets and smoky bats." 
The head coach of Cedarville said that the bus company's 
insurance provider will pay for all of the school and personal loss-
es after an itemized list is supplied to them. 
"We will eventually get everything back that was lost in the fire. 
"But when you deal with insurance matters like this, I'm sure it 
will take a long time. We aren't looking for any handouts, and I 
think we will be OK. 
"We had just started out the season at the University of 
Cumberlands with our first game - an 8-7 loss --- ---... 
in 11 innings, and then had this happen to us. 
It could have been a huge distraction but the 
guys refused to let that happen - overall 
everything is working out for the good." 
Hughes said when it became apparent that 
the bus was lost, the driver made a call back to 
Ohio and another bus was sent immediately to ~----~ 
pick up the team. The fire happened at about 7 
p.m., and the people of Williamsburg were 




"They were just amazing. A local school bus driver heard the 
911 call and volunteered to pick us up and take us anywhere we 
wanted to go in town to wait for the other bus to arrive. 
"So she took us back to the Cumberland Inn which is owned by 
the college. Her kindness was greatly appreciated . 
"The hotel is very nice, and they allowed us to hang out in the 
lobby until another charter bus arrived. We didn 't smell the best 
because of all the smoke. But they were gracious hosts. Plus, our 
players then took advantage of the opportunity to share with peo-
ple at the Cumberland Inn and a nearby McDonald's how God 
had protected our team through this tragedy." 
Hughes said the new charter bus arrived about 4 1 /2 hours 
later, and the team departed at about 11 :45 p.m. 
"We finally made it back home about 4 a.m. on Wednesday 
which made the school day for our kids very difficult. 
"But they were very resilient and took care of business, 
although they were extremely tired. 
"Considering we were scheduled to leave for our Spring Break 
trip to Florida two days later, we had a lot of work to do. 
"Professors were notified of the assignments which were 
burned up in the fire and were told of the big projects that went 
up in flames. 
"All of them have been very accomodating for the most part 
and are working with our kids to help them out. Our Academic 
Assistance office on campus jumped in and helped us out 
tremendously with the situation. They have arranged for our kids 
to borrow textbooks and coordinated students in their classes to 
copy notes for them to help out. 
"I thought I had seen it all until this happened. Fortunately, 
nobody was hurt, and the material items can be replaced." 
Another photo taken with a player 's cell phone camera shows the emer-
gency personnel working to control the fire. The whole experience of see-
ing God's protection in the midst of tragedy has given the CU baseball 
team a different perspective on life. 
Looking back at the experience Hughes noted how this has 
made the team much stronger. He added, "This was an incredi-
ble bonding time for our baseball team as we were all reminded 
in a very real way how fragile life can be and what really is impor-
tant in life - our relationship with Christ. It put everything in per-
spective for our guys and we will never be the same! It was defi-
nitely a unique start to our season ." 
Much of the information for this story was taken from an article 
published in the March 24 issue of Collegiate Baseball. 
Annual Giving Levels: 
· Blue and Gold Club ($25 per year) 
• Hamilton Club ($120 per year) 
• Sting Club ($250 per year) 
· Millennium Club ($1,000 per year) 
Ceda,vi/le Athletes Care ..... 
Cedarville University athletes continually take 
advantage of opportunities to share Christ with 
others and to minister to the lives of people. Here 
is a glimpse into some recent activities of our 
athletes that truly demonstrate what it means to 
serve and live for Jesus Christ. Please continue 
to pray for all of our athletes that they will be bold 
in sharing their faith and helping others to know 
the Good News of salvation. 
I have been working in the Primary 
Department throughout this last semes-
ter at Grace Baptist Church in Cedarville. 
Every Sunday, I have the joy of working 
with an outgoing and fun-loving group of 
second graders. I was really looking for-
ward to being able to reach out to fami -
lies in the community through my interac- .._ ____ __. 
tion with their children. However, despite Kristen Merkel 
Women 's Soccer 
the fact that my goal was to bless each Sophomore 
child, I feel like they have done a better East Greenville, PA 
job of blessing me. Each Sunday they 
come ready to learn, have a good time, and simply to fill 
me in on their busy week. Being a part of their laughter and 
encouraging words is my favorite way to start my week and 
particularly my Sundays. It is always a new adventure and 
I have enjoyed getting to know each of my students. 
I have taught in the 3rd and 4th grade 
Sunday School class at Washington 
Heights Baptist Church for two years and 
what a blessing it has been! Having 
taught in the same class for two years, I 
have been able to build relationships with 
these kids and their families. This year 
_____ ....,. we have been learning about the names 
Karen Ruhlman of God, and it is amazing how much you 
Women's Soccer 
Junior think you're going to teach them, but in 
Shoreline, WA the end, you are the one who is growing 
and learning right along side of them! 
The time that it takes to plan the lessons is well worth it 
when I am swarmed with love from 25 girls and boys when 
I enter the church on Sunday mornings. I would not trade 
this opportunity to serve for anything! 
During their recent Spring Break trip, the Cedarville 
University women's tennis team broke away from condi-
tioning and practice to travel from the Pensacola, Florida, 
area over to Gulfport, Mississippi, to assist a widow whose 
house had two feet of standing water for several weeks 
after Hurricane Katrina ravaged the area. A little more than 
five months after the hurricane, the wall board work had 
been accomplished, and the widow's heart's desire was for 
her windows to be washed inside and out and for her for-
merly beautiful yard to regain some semblance of order 
and repair. The group of 15 descended upon her house 
and in less than six hours had accomplished these tasks 
and several others for her! As the team worked, different 
students were able to listen to her stories and entertain her 
dog, Dixie. These needs for conversation and fellowship 
were as significant as the physical ones for which she had 
requested help. As the team gathered to leave, they sang 
some Scripture songs to her and everyone praised the 
Lord together for His faithfulness. Mrs. Carrie Mae Pippin 
is now a part of the Cedarville family!! 
"I would not trade 
this opportunity to 
serve for anything!" 
Karen Ruhlman 
CU Women's Soccer 
STING 
,, 
Cedarville Athletes Care ..... 
Men's soccer players Andrew 
Belleman and Jon Taylor have 
started a soccer ministry called 
First Touch Soccer. They travel to 
different host churches for a 
week during the summer to use 
soccer to show kids Jesus. The 
camps run from 9 am to 12 pm on .._...._ ___ ...... 
Andrew Belleman Monday through Friday and Men 's Soccer 
include a skil ls sess ion, fun senior 
games, and a competition tourna- Cedarville, OH 
ment. In the middle of every day _ ....... ,.......,.,.........="",....... 
they take a break to have Bible-
time. This is just a simple presen-
tation of the gospel using words 
that young child ren can under-
stand. 
The name "first touch" has a 
double meaning . In a soccer .._......, ___ ...... 
sense, the "first touch" that you Jon Taylor 
have on the ball is the most Men 's Soccer 
important; if it is a good first 
touch, you can set yourself up for 
Junior 
Mentor, OH 
the next play. During practice and games, coaches 
always stress the importance of a qual ity fi rst 
touch. 
"In a spiritual sense, the week of camp could be 
the "first touch" that a child has to the Word of God 
and the good news that we have through Jesus. 
We have seen many child ren come to know the 
saving knowledge of Christ during a week of sports 
camp. In life , "first touches" are important, and we 
recognize the importance of all of them," noted 
Taylor. 
The highlight of last summer was seeing a little 
girl come to know Jesus during a week of camp, 
then traveling back to the church a couple weeks 
later to see her being baptized. 
Andrew Belleman and 
one of the special little 
campers! 
Jon Taylor takes time out during a First 
Touch soccer session to share the Good 
News of Christ with some of the children 
attending the camp. 
"Each one should use whatever gift he 
has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its vari-
ous forms." I Peter 4:10 (New International Version) 
:.J 
The CU women 's basketball team took advantage of a day off at 
the NAIA Division II National Tournament in Sioux City, Iowa to 
interact with several hundred middle school students. The team 
has visited this school each of the last four years whi le participat-
ing in the tournament. Players share testimonies, give out tracts 
and candy, play games with the kids and demonstrate the love of 
Christ in a very real way. It is a great opportunity for team mem-
bers to use thei r talents and abilities to impact the lives of many 
young people. 
I became involved with this min istry this 
semester. Every Sunday, we go to 
Fellowship Baptist Church in Dublin , Ohio 
and run the chi ldren's church program for 
4 year olds to 4th graders. We pray with 
the children , teach a lesson, do a craft and 
then play a game if there's time. After 
church is over, a family from the church 
hosts our team for a homecooked lunch . 
This ministry has already been a blessing 
to me. The children are eager to learn and 
Ann Felix 
Women 's Soccer 
Sophomore 
Steubenville, OH 
encourage me every week. A specific highlight would be 
during prayer request time. The children are concerned for 
others and always remember them in their prayers. 
STING 
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~I 2005-06 Winter Sports Highlights 
Karah Walton earned NA/A Al/-
America Third Team honors while 
leading the Lady Jackets in steals. 
Mugabe Thomas was just the second 
Yellow Jacket basketball player in his-
tory to score more than 2, 000 career 
points and grab 1, 000 career 
rebounds. He completed his career 
with 2,043 points and 1, 177 boards. 
Brittany Smart, CU's second all-time 
leading scorer, was named to the NA/A 
All-America First Team while scoring 
27 points per game. 
Ryan Short led the Yellow Jackets in 
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his career at CU with 





career with the Lady 
Jackets that included 













L-__2o_o_s_-0_6_lV;_ in_te_r_S_p_o_rt_s _H_ig_h_li_·g_ht_s _ _____.l I~ I 
Joel Smith placed fifth in the high 
jump at the NA/A National Indoor 
Championships. 
Jason Scott soared to a school 
record 17-feet and 0. 75-inches 
to win the pole vault at the 
NA/A Indoor Track & Field 
Championships. 
The Cedarville 
University Women 's 
Track & Field team 
brought home the 2006 
NCCAA National Indoor .. 
Championship banner! 
Keri Hilty finished 
fourth in the 600 
meters at the NA/A 
Indoor National Meet. 
Samantha Maat 
placed sixth in the 
5,000 meters at the 
NA/A Indoor National 
Championships. 
The Cedarville 
University Men 's 







Cedarville University had seven athletes earn NAIA All -America honors in four sports in the recently completed winter athletics season. 
Leading the way was Jason Scott, who won the 
pole vault competition at the NAIA Indoor Track and 
Field Championships with a school-record effort of 
17-feet and 0.75-inches. The junior from Clayton , 
Ohio earned All-America honors for the second 
time in three years. 
Joel Smith , a senior from Pewaukee, Wisconsin, 
picked up All-America recognition in the high jump 
for the second straight year after placing fifth with a 
season-best effort of 6-feet 9.75-inches. He was 
also a 2005 outdoor All-American in the event that 
recognizes the top six finishers. 
Two women 's athletes achieved NAIA Indoor All-
American honors with Keri Hilty placing fourth in 
the 600 meters and Samantha Maat finishing sixth 
in the 5,000 meters. Hilty, a junior from Bluffton , 
Ohio, posted a time of 1 :35.94 in the 600 meters 
while Maat, a junior from Walker, Michigan, finished 
with a time of 17:42.92 in the 5K. 
In women 's basketball , CU juniors Brittany Smart 
and Karah Walton were named to the NAIA 
Division II All-America Team for the 2005-06 sea-
son. Smart is a repeat selection to the ten-member 
First Team while Walton earned a spot on the Third 
Team. 
Smart, a 5-foot-9 guard from Springfield , Ohio, 
paced the No. 1 ranked Lady Jackets to a 29-4 
record and a fourth consecutive appearance at the 
NAIA National Tournament in Sioux City, Iowa, 
where they advanced to the Elite Eight. She aver-
aged team high 's of 27 points and 7.9 rebounds per 
game and finished the year with 2,269 career 
points, which is just six points shy of CU 's all-time 
record . Smart was also named to the NAIA 
National All -Tournament Team. She scored a tour-
nament and school -record 47 points versus 
Northwestern in a quarterfinal contest. 
Walton, a 5-11 point guard from Westerville, 
Ohio, became the fifth player in Lady Jacket bas-
ketball history to earn NAIA All-America honors. 
She averaged 13.4 points while leading the squad 
with 159 assists and 83 steals. Walton also 
became the 15th CU women 's player to surpass 
1 ,000 career points as she ended the campaign 
with 1,059. 
Yellow Jacket senior Mugabe Thomas was 
selected to the men 's basketball NAIA Division II 
All -America Second Team for the second straight 
year. The 6-foot-4 forward from Kingston , Jamaica, 
becomes CU 's first two-time NAIA All-American. 
Thomas averaged team highs of 19.7 points and 
12 rebounds per game. He finished his career with 
2,043 points and 1, 177 rebounds as only the sec-
ond player in school history with more than 2,000 
points and 1,000 rebounds. 
,, 
--- ---·--·-- - --------
Four Honored at Cedarville University 
Hall of Fame Banquet 
l I Ct!e, Cedarville University held its annu-
al Hall of Fame banquet on Friday, 
January 20, 2006 to honor three 
former athletes and one faculty 
member. 
J-IALl, O>)F FAME 
physical education , earned her 
master's from Bob Jones University 
in 1980 and her Ph.D. from Ohio 
State in 1989. At one time or anoth-
er, she coached the sports of bas-
ketball , field hockey, and softball at 
Taylor University. The three newest Athletic Hall of 
Fame members are: 
KRISTA PRITCHARD CRARY 
Women's Cross Country, 
Track & Field 
1989-93 
DALE SHAW 
Men's Cross Country, Track & Field 
1976-80 
Dale Shaw was Cedarville's first 
Krista Pritchard Crary established.._ _______________ __,...._ _____ __. NCCAA cross country national 
herself as one of the top distance Left to right: Dr. Dee Morris, Diana Jones, Krista Pritchard Crary and champion by winning the race in 
runners the Lady Jackets have Dale Sh_aw with their plaques after being honored at the Cedarville 1978 and leading the Ye llow 
h d · t d University Hall of Fame banquet. ever a 1n cross coun ry an Jackets to their first-ever NCCAA 
track. She was a four-time NCCAA All-American in cross country title in the sport. The Jackets also copped the banner in 1979 and 
(top 15 finishers) , was the 1992 national individual champion as a the Indianapolis native was a three-time All-American . 
senior, and also received the Wheeler Award (later changed to the 
Bullock Award) which recognizes athletics, academics, leadership, 
Christian character, and Christian service. A product of 
Pflugerville, TX, she became just the second Cedarville female 
runner to win the race and she was also part of the 1991 NCCAA 
championship team. 
Crary, who graduated with a nursing degree, went on to become 
an NAIA Outdoor Track & Field All-American in the marathon when 
she wrapped up her collegiate career with a 3rd-place fin ish at the 
1993 national championship with a school-record time of 3:06 :34. 
She was also an NCCAA All-American in the 3,000 and 5,000 
meters, plus she graduated with the school record in the indoor 3-
mile (18 :00.78) . 
DIANA JONES 
Women's Basketball, Field Hockey, Tennis 
1974-76 
Diana Jones was a three-sport standout at Cedarville College 
from 1974 through 1976 as a member of the basketball , field hock-
ey, and tennis teams. She played in an era when there were limit-
ed athletics opportunities for women and few if any awards recog-
nition programs such as all-conference and All-America teams. 
Jones was especially known for her ability as a point guard on the 
basketball squad under Hall of Fame coach Maryalyce Jeremiah. 
The Grove City, PA native set the single-game school record for 
assists with 12 versus Central State on Feb. 16, 1976 - a record 
that stood by itself for seven seasons. It was later tied four times 
by three other players. 
Jones, who graduated from Cedarville in 1976 with a degree in 
A 1980 Cedarville College graduate with a degree in elementary 
education, Shaw helped to lay the foundation of what has become 
one of the NAIA's most consistent and solid distance running pro-
grams. He was the first of three Yellow Jacket runners to ever win 
the NCCAA cross country title and was the school's first three-
time All-American. Shaw becomes just the fourth men's cross 
country runner to be inducted into the school's Hall of Fame. 
In addition , the Nedra Callan Meritorious Service in Athletics was 
awarded to Dr. L. Delyte "Dee" Morris, adjunct professor of exer-
cise and sport science and assistant women 's tennis coach. 
DR. DEE MORRIS 
Women's Tennis Assistant Coach 
1977-2006 
Dr. Dee Morris has served as a Lady Jacket tennis assistant 
coach along side Pam Johnson since 1977. She has a well-
respected reputation within NAIA women's tennis and she has 
been an active participant in many capacities. Since 1989, Morris 
has been a member of the NAIA National Tournament Committee 
and she serves on the NAIA Rating Committee. She is also the 
women's tennis chair for the American Mideast Conference. 
Dr. Morris demonstrated faithful service to the Yellow Jacket ath-
letic department in areas other than tennis. A graduate of Geneva 
College with a Ph.D. from Indiana University, she is a retired 
Physician's Assistant in family practice in Springfield , Ohio, and is 
an adjunct professor in the Department of Exercise and Sport 
Science at Cedarville University. 
Check the CU Sports Information website for the most up-to-date athletics information at: 
http ://yellowjackets. cedarville. edu 
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